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ABSTRACT

This article analyzes the mechanisms through which religions
influence national economic development models amid
geopolitical shifts and ideological crisis. It proposes a general
theory of religions (“religiology”) to complement religious
studies by focusing on religions’ external socioeconomic
effects and conflict-risk dynamics. Using historical-logical
inquiry, systems analysis, synthesis, and review of scientific
publications, the study conceptualizes religion as a social
technology that shapes institutions, professional relations,
and organizational behavior across macro—micro levels. The
analysis argues that technologies cannot develop without
compatible social and professional institutions, which are
often constrained or enabled by religious dogmas; therefore,
religious change may condition institutional and
technological change. The paper further introduces “the
power of religious faith” as a structural element of
organizational power that affects culture, motivation, and
cooperation. These insights matter because multireligious
economies face higher risks of sensory-value conflicts. The
framework  supports policy design, international
management, and sustainable development by anticipating
tensions and improving interfaith economic interaction.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Religions continue to play a significant role in shaping social behavior, institutional norms,
and economic decision-making, particularly in periods of geopolitical instability and global
economic transformation. In the early twenty-first century, the world has experienced
simultaneous crises in ideology, political legitimacy, and economic systems, accompanied by
the emergence of new technological orders and reconfigurations of global production and
consumption. Within this context, religion increasingly functions not only as a belief system
but also as a social force that influences economic interaction, organizational culture, and
patterns of cooperation and conflict.

The relevance of analyzing the relationship between religion and economic development
is heightened by the growing complexity of multireligious societies. Interreligious tensions,
often rooted in values and identity, are widely recognized as among the most difficult forms
of social conflict to manage. Such tensions can disrupt labor relations, market behavior, and
institutional stability, thereby affecting national economic performance. At the same time,
globalization has intensified cross-cultural and interfaith interaction within international
supply chains, transnational corporations, and global labor markets, making religious factors
increasingly relevant for economic governance and management.

Existing studies have examined religion in relation to the state, economic ethics, and
specific economic systems such as Islamic finance and Islamic banking, as well as broader
postsecular transformations of religiosity (Murtilova & Magomadov, 2024; Mashchytska,
2021). However, much of this scholarship remains fragmented, focusing either on internal
religious doctrines or on isolated economic practices. As a result, there is a lack of an
integrated methodological framework for analyzing how religions systematically influence
economic development models across macro-, meso-, and micro-levels.

This study aims to analyze the mechanism through which religions influence national
economic development models and to identify ways in which such in-fluence may reduce
socioeconomic and interfaith risks. The novelty of this study lies in proposing a religiology
based analytical framework that conceptualizes religion as a social technology shaping
institutions, professional relations, and organizational behavior. By linking religious influence
to economic sustainability and social stability, the study contributes to interdisciplinary
discussions at the intersection of religion, education, society, and economic development.

2. METHODS

This study employed a qualitative—conceptual research design grounded in an-alytical
synthesis to examine the mechanism through which religions influence models of economic
development. Rather than relying on primary empirical data, the study focused on theoretical
integration and interpretive analysis of existing scholarly literature across the fields of
religious studies, economics, sociology, and management. This approach was selected to
allow a systematic examination of religion as a socio-economic institution and as a regulatory
mechanism affecting economic behavior at multiple levels.

Data sources consisted of peer-reviewed journal articles, academic books, poli-cy-related
publications, and historical analyses addressing religioneconomy relations, religious
institutions, economic development models, and globalization processes. The selection of
sources emphasized relevance to macroeco-nomic structures, mesoeconomic institutions,
and microeconomic organizational behavior, with particular attention to studies discussing
Islamic economics, religious governance, postsecular theory, and technological
transformation.
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The analytical procedure involved three main stages. First, a thematic review was
conducted to identify recurring concepts related to religious influence on economic systems,
including institutional norms, ethical regulation, labor relations, and organizational culture.
Second, a comparative analysis was applied to synthesize similarities and differences across
religious traditions and eco-nomic contexts. Third, a systems-based interpretation was used
to construct an integrative framework explaining how religious values and institutions
interact with economic development models.

To enhance analytical rigor, logical analysis, system analysis, and heuristic reasoning were
employed. The findings were interpreted within a religiology perspective, positioning religion
as a social technology capable of shaping economic sustainability, mitigating social risks, and
influencing development trajectories in multireligious societies.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of this conceptual analysis indicate that religions influence economic
development through structured and interrelated mechanisms operating across multiple
analytical levels. Religion functions not merely as a system of beliefs but as a social technology
that shapes institutional behavior, economic norms, and development priorities.

At the macroeconomic level, religions contribute to the formation of national economic
models by influencing development philosophies, ethical standards, and institutional
orientations. Religious doctrines affect attitudes toward wealth, labor, justice, and social
responsibility, which in turn shape policy preferences and long-term development strategies.
Comparative studies on Islamic economics, for instance, demonstrate how religious principles
influence financial systems, redistribution mechanisms, and market regulation (Murtilova &
Magomadov, 2024). These findings suggest that religion indirectly structures economic
sustainability by framing acceptable economic behavior.

At the mesoeconomic level, religious influence is observed in industries, professional
communities, and organizational networks. Religions shape cooperation patterns,
stakeholder trust, and conflict management within multireligious societies. Religious
organizations often act as stabilizing institutions that reduce social risks by regulating
behavior and reinforcing shared moral norms, especially during periods of crisis and
geopolitical transformation (Glushchenko, 2022). This level represents the bridge between
national economic systems and individual economic actors.

At the microeconomic level, religious beliefs influence organizational culture, leadership,
motivation, and individual economic behavior. The analysis supports the concept of the
“power of religious faith” as a distinct form of influence alongside formal authority and
personal power. This influence affects decision-making, ethical compliance, and behavioral
discipline within organizations, particularly in multinational and multireligious environments.
Such dynamics are especially relevant for transnational corporations and international labor
systems operating across diverse cultural and religious contexts.

To summarize the levels and spheres of religious influence, Table 1 presents the analytical
structure of religious impact on economic development.

Table 1. Levels of Religious Influence on Economic Development

Level Primary Sphere Main Function
Macroeconomic National economy Formation of development ideology and institutions
Mesoeconomic  Industries and communities Social coordination and risk reduction
Microeconomic  Organizations and individuals Behavioral regulation and motivation
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Beyond structural levels, the mechanisms through which religions exert economic
influence can be categorized into institutional, behavioral, and cultural dimensions. These
mechanisms are summarized in Table 2.

Table 2. Mechanisms of Religious Influence on Economic Processes

Mechanism Type Description Economic Implication
Institutional Norms, laws, and organizational Policy orientation and institutional
rules stability
Behavioral Moral regulation and motivation Labor discipline and ethical compliance
Cultural Values, traditions, and identity Consumption patterns and cooperation

Religion functions not only as a belief system but also as a structural force shaping
economic models, governance frameworks, and social resilience. Comparative analyses of
Islamic finance show that religious principles actively guide economic institutions, banking
systems, and sectoral development through ethical constraints, risk-sharing mechanisms, and
value-based regulation, positioning religion as an embedded economic logic rather than an
external influence (Jalil, 2025; Derzayeva & Aletkin, 2025; Murtilova & Magomadov, 2024;
Umarov, 2023). At the macro level, religion has been shown to interact with state structures
and legal systems, influencing national development trajectories, particularly in contexts
where religion and governance are institutionally intertwined (Zokirzoda, 2020; Van Nguyen
& Van Nguyen, 2025). From a theoretical perspective, scholars argue that classical religious
studies alone are insufficient to explain religion’s contemporary socio-economic impact,
leading to calls for meta-theoretical and interdisciplinary frameworks that integrate
philosophy, crisis theory, and social technology perspectives (Kolkunova, 2018; Zhang, 2021;
Mashchytska, 2021; Glushchenko, 2022). This position is reinforced by recent work
conceptualizing religion as a form of social technology capable of regulating behavior,
reducing social risks, and stabilizing multireligious societies during periods of systemic crisis
(Glushchenko, 2026; Golovushkin, 2019). Collectively, these findings support the argument
that religion operates as a mesoeconomic mechanism linking values, institutions, and
economic performance across diverse socio-political contexts.

The findings demonstrate that religious influence on economic development is
mesoeconomic in character, simultaneously shaping macro-level structures and micro-level
behavior. This supports the argument for a religiology-based analytical framework capable of
explaining religion’s sustained role in economic resilience, social stability, and sustainable
development in multireligious societies.

4. CONCLUSION

This study concludes that religions exert a systematic and multi-level influence on models
of economic development by functioning as social institutions and social technologies. The
findings demonstrate that religious influence operates across macroeconomic,
mesoeconomic, and microeconomic levels, shaping na-tional development ideologies,
institutional coordination, and individual eco-nomic behavior. In particular, the
mesoeconomic role of religion is crucial in linking structural economic systems with
organizational and individual ac-tions, especially in multireligious and globalized contexts. The
concept of the “power of religious faith” is identified as a distinct form of influence affecting
organizational culture, motivation, and behavioral regulation alongside formal and personal
power. These results underscore the relevance of a religiology-based analytical framework
for understanding how religions contribute to eco-nomic sustainability, social stability, and
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risk reduction during periods of geo-political and technological transformation. Future
research may empirically test these mechanisms across specific economic sectors and cultural
settings.
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