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A B S T R A C T   A R T I C L E   I N F O 

This study aims to critically examine the activities of tricycle 
transportation riders (known as Keke Napep) and their 
implications on the social life of teachers and students. Four 
research questions were raised and answered using the 
percentage. A simple random sampling technique was used 
to select 150 riders, 75 teachers, and 450 students while 
interviews, observation, and questionnaires were used to 
gather data from the respondents. The percentage index was 
used to answer the research questions raised in the study. 
The value of the correlation coefficient obtained was 0.87. 
The findings of the study revealed that it had a significant 
impact on poverty alleviation of the tricycles riders in the 
Ilorin metropolis and the majority of the riders are 
professionally trained and affirmed to be experts in riding 
tricycles in Kwara State.  The study further revealed that the 
attitude and activities of Keke Napep riders on both the 
teachers and students in the Ilorin metropolis are bad. The 
study recommended that Keke Napep riders should undergo 
routine training, re-training, and sensitization for both new 
and old members on the necessity of being security 
conscious and avoiding any illicit act that is capable of 
tarnishing their reputation.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
Keke is a Yoruba word meaning Bicycle used in transporting human beings and other 

valuable items from one place to another. NAPEP is an acronym that stands for National 
Poverty Eradication Programme. Hence, Keke NAPEP is a commercial tricycle used as a mode 
of transportation in the country. Traditionally, in Kwara State Keke NAPEP began their 
association as an Emirate under the umbrella of National Road Transport which later 
metamorphosed into the Tricycle Owner Association of Nigeria (TOAN) with no viable 
constitution that governs the union till the present time. Hence, the absence of fundamental 
rules and regulations paved the way for different kinds of indiscipline among the riders in the 
state. Also, the individual rider takes the law into his/her hand. Radicalism, insolence, ill talks, 
hooliganism, and the motive of the majority of the riders. Moreover, no standard uniform 
format for billing the customers, each rider bills based on his consent and distance especially 
during and after the recent fuel scarcity witnessed in Kwara State and nationwide 
(Maheshvari, 2022). 

It is pertinent to note that the head of the association has no absolute control over any 
member and if he does the affected member has the right to leave that association and join 
another or move to National Road Transport Association. In addition, monthly and weekly 
agreement is very common between the parent association and the rider. However, the 
majority of the riders usually convey parents, teachers, and students to schools based on their 
agreed mode of paying the transport fare which may be daily, weekly, monthly, or at the end 
of each term (Onia, 2022). It was observed that any disappointment from either the parents, 
schools, teachers, students, and riders would discontinue the operation though the report on 
that is very minimal. The intending tricycle riders usually undergo compulsory training on how 
to ride Keke NAPEP but are not certified. However, He further stated that there were some 
miscreants among the tricycle riders that do not follow the normal step thereby passing 
through the backdoor to gain entrance and disguise themselves as being bonafide members 
of the Tricycle Owner Association of Nigeria (TOAN) in the state. All hands are on deck to put 
to shame those bad elements that are causing road accidents and perpetrating evils on the 
commuters particularly the teachers and the school children.   

The pervasiveness of Keke Napep in the Ilorin metropolis has brought about the rapid 
growth in the socio-economic and educational fortunes of Kwara State, particularly the Ilorin 
metropolis. This has eventuated in the proliferation of the Keke NAPEP which has become a 
household name that is playing a pivotal role in the transportation of Kwarans, particularly 
teachers and students. Virtually, in every nook and cranny of the Ilorin metropolis, hardly you 
move to a street without counting the number of Keke NAPEPs used for commercial purposes 
and are regarded and adopted as a cheap alternative means of transportation by parents, 
teachers, and students (Cabanatuan & Ahmad, 2022). 

Moreover, the significance of tricycles in rural and urban transportation cannot be over-
emphasized due to the inefficiencies in the operation of the formal public transport services 
to meet people's demands of a fast-growing population of schools, teachers, and learners. 
The use of tricycles has tremendously helped in the alleviation of poverty for many 
unemployed youths and also provides jobs for roadside mechanics, vulcanizers, and sellers of 
tricycles spare parts business (Kurniati et al., 2021). Indeed, Keke NAPEP significantly 
enhanced easy transportation of parents, teachers, and students and boosts the socio-
economic activities of the schools (Pathania, 2023).  It is a commercial activity that has both 
socio-economic effects and defects on commuters. 
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Despite the numerous benefits of Keke NAPEP to society, it is disturbing to see the high 
level of damages, recklessness, over-speeding, immorality, disobedience to traffic rules, 
meandering through every little available space between vehicles in twisted traffic situations, 
incessant stop-over without mindful of locations and overloading are the common habits of 
these tricycle riders across the states in Nigeria (Juliadi et al., 2022). These had degenerated 
into constant road accidents leading to the loss of lives and properties. It is disheartening to 
see that many parents, teachers, and students who are regular commuters of the Keke NAPEP 
suffer several injuries and loss of lives as a result of over-speeding, overloading, lack of 
expertise in tricycles-riding, in-take of alcohol, India hemp and any other hard substance that 
are capable of intoxicating them while on the road. Based on the aforementioned challenges 
bedeviling the transporting system of Keke NAPEP, especially in Ilorin, the researchers intend 
to critically examine the proliferation of Keke NAPEP: Implications on the social life of riders, 
teachers and students in Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria. 

The main purpose of this study was to examine the proliferation of Keke NAPEP: 
Implications on the social life of riders, teachers, and school children in Ilorin, Kwara State, 
Nigeria. Specifically, the study investigated: 
(i) Assess the impact of Keke NAPEP on poverty alleviation of the Tricycle riders in the Ilorin 

metropolis. 
(ii) Assess the level of Keke NAPEP riders in the Ilorin metropolis. 
(iii) Assess the attitude of Keke NAPEP riders on the social relations of teachers and students 

in the Ilorin metropolis. 
(iv) Assess the impact of the activities of Keke NAPEP riders on the social feelings of teachers 

and students in the Ilorin metropolis. 
The following research questions were raised to guide this study: 

(i) What is the impact of Keke NAPEP on poverty alleviation of the Tricycle riders in the 
Ilorin metropolis? 

(ii) What is the expertise level of the Keke NAPEP riders in the Ilorin metropolis? 
(iii) What is the attitude of Keke NAPEP riders on the social relations of teachers and 

students in the Ilorin metropolis? 
(iv) What is the impact of the activities of Keke NAPEP riders on the social feelings of 

teachers and students in the Ilorin metropolis? 

2. METHODS 
 

This study adopted a mixed method of research (quantitative and qualitative). Interview, 
observation, and the researchers-ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ǘŀƎƎŜŘ άvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ƻƴ 
Proliferation of Keke NAPEP: Implications on Teachers and Students in Ilorin Metropolis 
όvtYbL¢{ύέ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ ! ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ǿŀǎ 
used to select 330 riders of Keke NAPEP, 75 teachers, and 450 students in the Ilorin 
metropolis. The instrument used for data collection was validated by three experts in Test & 
Measurement who found it appropriate for this study. The reliability of the instrument was 
determined using the test re-test reliability technique within a two-week interval. The scores 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǘŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻǊǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ tŜŀǊǎƻƴΩǎ tǊƻŘǳŎǘ aƻƳŜƴǘ /ƻǊǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ όtta/ύΦ ¢ƘŜ 
value of the correlation coefficient obtained was 0.87. Four research questions were raised 
and answered using the percentage. 

Similarly, the instrument was personally administered by the researchers to all the 150 
tricycle riders, 75 teachers, and 450 school children within the Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State, 
Nigeria. The researchers sought permission from all the heads of the sampled schools in the 




